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Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).Then he went away, whilst the fire was
loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into
the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner
of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from
top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is
not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of
wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..[When the king
heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all
kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he
adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a
doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of
Damietta make..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..? ? ? ? ?
Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..As he was thus, behold, Aamir called
out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and
chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little,
and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van,
mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and
guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of
them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily,
the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".So
they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O
my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So
El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a
goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and
played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth
Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca
laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing
from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid
sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the
island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude
ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from
the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they
fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..So the young man went to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to
the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other
answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow thou shall take thy
slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a little, he let bring meat
and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I bought her not but for
the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy price and we have
bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with him.".136. The
History ot Gherib and his Brother Agib dcxxiv.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him
and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King
Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent,
quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day;
canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou
hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the
king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as
thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he
me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring
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me my son or else news of him.'.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops
and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..Now this
island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is
a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are
various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are
wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels
therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave
me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and
said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Three Young
Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..I did as she bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou
be affrighted at that which hath befallen him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and
I am allowed six nights in each month, wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and
when I go down thus, I dispose of myself as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One
day, my mistress was [engaged] with the chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof,
so I might sleep there, and before I was aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a
poniard and I could not win free of him till he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me
with all the folk, for, as often as I came down from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me
whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story, and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service,
and there abideth with me none dearer than thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she
gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to the pavilion six days in every month..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i.
218..? ? ? ? ? All wasted is my body and bowels tortured sore; Love's fire on me still waxeth, mine eyes with tears still rain..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but
my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the
world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said,
'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and
that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of
her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at
him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the
Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him, 'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and
brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth
he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of
mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander
of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute
with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, '
This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go
forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return." This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.?STORY OF
KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept,
whilst the old man wept for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the
old man to drink, after which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah
dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas my sisters dear forsake me, grieved that they Must leave their native place and far away must hie,.When it was the time
of the evening meal, the king repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the
vizier said, "They avouch, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering
it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired
to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went
with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome
saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as
overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover,
he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves
my presence did depart;.A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high
place and still sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial,
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decreed that the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled,
and when the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them
his dream and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and
wisdom they vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private
with the sage in question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death,
in consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him
in the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them,
desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and bright..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.Then he
turned to the woman and said to her, "Is it not thus?" "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered she; and he said, "What prompted thee to
this?" Quoth she, "Thou slewest my father and my mother and my kinsfolk and tookest their goods." "Whom meanest thou?" asked the Khalif, and
she replied, "I am of the house of Bermek." (93) Then said he to her, "As for the dead, they are of those who are past away, and it booteth not to
speak of them; but, as for that which I took of wealth, it shall be restored to thee, yea, and more than it." And he was bountiful to her to the utmost
of munificence..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas
they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and
had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain
said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he
feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves
came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and
said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life,
he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his
conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.63.
The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach
our gladness may abate.".As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept
and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet
sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of
labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him,
'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day
they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke
his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the
man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him
on the throne of the kingdom.'.As for the governor, he wasted all that was with him and returned to the city, where he saw the youth and excused
himself to him. Then he questioned him of what had befallen him and he told him, whereat he marvelled and returned to companionship with him;
but the youth ceased to have regard for him and gave him not stipends, as of his [former] wont, neither discovered to him aught of his secrets.
When the governor saw that there was no profit for him with the young Khorassani, he returned to the king, the ravisher of the damsel, and told
him what the chamberlain had done and counselled him to slay the latter and incited him to recover the damsel, [promising] to give his friend to
drink of poison and return. So the king sent for the chamberlain and upbraided him; whereupon he fell upon him and slew him and the king's
servants fell upon the chamberlain and slew him.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He
aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I
have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of
God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the
youth,.? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false
accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till
he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of
himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited
country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou
a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If
thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.?OF
THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady
Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him
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and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking
and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful,
he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast
done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the
virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a
thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..As fate would have it, the chief
of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with
a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither
shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against
the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I
accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found
another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band
occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and
the Lady Budour cccxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid a slave forget his liege lord's love! And how Of all things in the world should I forget the love
of thee?.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a
thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought
avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him
the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels, [the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to
us.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on
kettle-drums amain..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God
incontinent." (119).114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er
Reshid ccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head,
weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and
hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the
other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the
Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause
of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh
and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady
but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered,
and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".? ? ? ? ? Th' Amir (quoth it) am I whose charms are still desired;
Absent or present, all in loving me consent..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.'A
great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable value and they (140)
pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men
and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance
from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and
made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?"
And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel,
flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out, knowing not the
way..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..? ? ? ? ? My heart belike
shall his infect with softness, even as me His body with disease infects, of its seductive air..? ? ? ? ? The approof of my lord, so my stress and
unease I may ban and mine enemies' malice defy,.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. The
Christian Broker's Story cix.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cvii.God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i.
174..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes and longing leaves behind, that
nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms, Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.We were sleeping one
night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away
with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to
shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint
and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we
lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman,
who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with
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us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye
have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back
our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she
was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ?
r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.King and his Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and
he welcomed me and entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called
down blessings upon him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,'
answered I, 'my name is Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou
hither?' asked he. So I told him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it
behoveth that it be written in characters of gold.'.The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and
the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er
Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by
looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and
other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were
present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set
her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted
and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang
thereto the following verses:.There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his
judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's
favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of
his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do
overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon
quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang
three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the
season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and
kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh
and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there
came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now
she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.The
old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw in that
place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the throne
and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn, with eyes
slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of her face
outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They saluted
Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..The Twelfth
Night of the Month..End of Volume I..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within
her tomb to lie!.? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..10.
The Birds and Beasts and the Son of Adam cxlvi.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place
and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So
the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from
his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to
his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him,
whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him;
and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze
and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule,
Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the
vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?'
When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her,
'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and
said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou
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who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.Then the thieves addressed themselves to
sharing their booty and presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were
better prove it; so, if it be good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.'
So the captain took the sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I
have borne the washing and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God
that I might be delivered from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I
am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i.
80..Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land
of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon
in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following verses:.Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked
into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his
horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his
age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more
grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that
which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the
king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the
lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.? ? ? ? ? She gives
me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to
exceeding delight and drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she
gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she
'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised the following verses:.Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..Then they fell to journeying night and day, and as
they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and was told that it was the camp of the Benou
Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon
whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he availed not to cope with them. When
El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and they set down the victual and ate their
sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to drink and draw water for us in thy
water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman dccclxxvii.Quoth the king, "Belike, if I hear
this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before the thirty days have
expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..Rehwan (Er), King Shah Bekht and his Vizier, i. 215..? ? ? ? ?
O my God! Who is stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken
their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.Then said he to
Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again
will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be
upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce
propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the
guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech.
Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food
and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave
and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.49. The Chief of the
Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.132. Sindbad the Sailor and Sindbad the Porter dxxxvi.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing;
and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor dlix.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv
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