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Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the

foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is

weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the

garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects

and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the

knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on

whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been

dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).? ? ? ? ? The two girls let me down from fourscore

fathoms' height, As swoops a hawk, with wings all open in full flight;.Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..6. Isaac of

Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.The company

marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous

story, and it is on this wise..95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..And the king

bade him depart to his own house..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the

wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of

drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every

side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an

easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.There was once, of old time, in one of the tribes of the

Arabs, a woman great with child by her husband, and they had a hired servant, a man of excellent understanding. When the woman came to [the

time of her] delivery, she gave birth to a maid-child in the night and they sought fire of the neighbours. So the journeyman went in quest of

fire..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank

high..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.When the Cadi heard this, his colour changed and he was troubled and waxed exceeding wroth and was

rike to burst for excess of rage. Then said he to the merchant, "God forbid that this should be! How shall it be permitted that the daughter of the

Cadi of the Muslims abide with a man of the dancers and vile of origin? By Allah, except thou divorce her forthright, I will bid beat thee and cast

thee into prison till thou die! Had I foreknown that thou wast of them, I had not suffered thee to approach me, but had spat in thy face, for that thou

art filthier (268) than a dog or a hog." Then he gave him a push and casting him down from his stead, commanded him to divorce; but he said, "Be

clement to me, O Effendi, for that God is clement, and hasten not. I will not divorce my wife, though thou give me the kingdom of Irak.".? ? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? wa. The Hawk and the Locust dccccxvi.Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and

bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they

proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee

that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made

with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news

reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to

King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night

in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the day-star did appear..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced

him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with

"Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love

doth not repay..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine

eye, be easy, for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour

and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to

depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself

to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took

passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail

and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their

goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.68. Haroun er Reshid

and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.Then they left him and dispersed and one of the sons fell to

spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of burying it, he returned to his house; and

when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure and dug and took it and went his way.

When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and acquainted them with the place where
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he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore, for that the money, which the first

son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and divided it and the first son took his

share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his brethren. Then he took to wife the

daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his time..Draper's Wife, The Old

Woman and the, ii. 55..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with

himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif

advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es

Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is

told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the

Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the

Sailor.N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she

were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop

and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is

her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the

ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el

Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee

and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an

exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land

behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..? ? ? ? ? e. Story of the Portress lxvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Enchanted Youth xxi.O thou that

blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, ii. 101..This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the

shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein;

whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop,

took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come

to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he

kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I

come from Yemen.".7. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelis xxxiv.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the

[promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May

yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his

raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif,

saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at

the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord;

whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her

blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent,

quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city

and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words

and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to

Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city

that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El

Muradi and his crew]..Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in

weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso

sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut,

and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to

the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass

from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered my house and foregathered with my family and

brethren..They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever he

found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering

from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who

are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the

youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come

to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ?
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? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..82. Said ben

Salim and the Barmecides cccxcii.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and

the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king

Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the

enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate]

done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..The kings and all those who

were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth

but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all

the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh

took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204)

and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke

forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords,

that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.Some

days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he

said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou

shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the

silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee,

I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved

thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made easy [to me].

(148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.It is said that En Numan (169) had two

boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them

alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a

monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood

he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..So the

notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in

such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her; whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took

it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the

assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis, and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The

notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave

him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the

forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).They

knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son

of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy

wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril

of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and

return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall

again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her,

'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that

he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done

almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails

quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were

about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could

she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you

acquaint me with his case.'.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing themselves therewith, went forth and

wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger and repented them of that which

they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the

king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no means of returning to thy former

estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat, wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth

the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my price and do with it what thou wilt, and

I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man?
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Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king, thou wouldst require me of

service.'.When the affair was prolonged upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the

money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit

down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money

and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass

for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his

own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy

neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof

they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.Meanwhile the

messenger had reached the opposite camp with the news of Tuhfeh's deliverance, whereat the Sheikh Aboultawaif rejoiced and bestowed on the

bringer of good tidings a sumptuous dress of honour and made him commander over a company of the Jinn. Then they fell upon Meimoun's troops

and destroyed them to the last man; and when they came to Meimoun, they found that he had slain himself and was even as we have said. Presently

Kemeriyeh and her sister [Wekhimeh] came up to their grandfather and told him what they had done; whereupon he came to Tuhfeh and saluted

her and gave her joy of her deliverance. Then he delivered Meimoun's palace to Selheb and took all the former's riches and gave them to Tuhfeh,

whilst the troops encamped upon the Crescent Mountain. Moreover, the Sheikh Aboultawaif said to Tuhfeh, 'Blame me not,' and she kissed his

hands. As they were thus engaged, there appeared to them the tribes of the Jinn, as they were clouds, and Queen Es Shuhba flying in their van, with

a drawn sword in her hand..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.EL MELIK EZ ZAHIR RUKNEDDIN BIBERS EL BUNDUCDARI AND

THE SIXTEEN OFFICERS OF POLICE. (83).When the king heard this, he said in himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the

vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..Meanwhile, the

eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and

thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he

related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and

assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his

kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place,

wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou didst

requite.'Know, then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no

account of womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This

is the portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in

affright and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was

pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and

taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and

the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier

than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a

number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the

company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart

fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou

avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart

clave to her and his colour changed..When the king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but

the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from

the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..When it

was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to him, "O king,

suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give over talking

nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and slay him

before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to appease my

heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth, "it is in thy

power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death, thou wilt

repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth him what

befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.The Eighth Day..63. Haroun er

Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!

but thou owest me yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the
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following verses:.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him,

said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him

whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore

do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy

loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS

WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums

amain..When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she drew Tuhfeh to

her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the world; whilst the

rest of the kings tarried behind..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say

to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And

he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat,

behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked

on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast

herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her

serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..Wasteful Son, The Rich Man

and his, i. 252..? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief

of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were

fraught;.Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him.

Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him

and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state

attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made

them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..? ? ? ? ? Oft as I strove to make her keep the troth of love, Unto

concealment's ways still would she turn aside..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they

returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this

city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and

said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like

number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden

nor grievance to them..When the merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking

him, up came a woman, having with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I

conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will

well to give it to him, thy reward be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that,

were there left us aught wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas,

"indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched

the merchant, whilst the folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and

part, and delivered him the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his

feet, and on like wise did the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..As he was about

to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the

Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics

of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,'

rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth

therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders.

Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.'

'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest

thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him

somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.When the

king had read this letter, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me great store of presents and entreated me with the utmost honour.

Some days after this, I sought of him leave to depart, but he granted it not to me save after much pressing. So I took leave of him and shipped with

divers merchants and others, intending for my own country and having no desire for travel or traffic. We sailed on, without ceasing, till we had

passed many islands; but, one day, as we fared on over a certain tract of the sea, there came forth upon us a multitude of boats full of men like

devils, clad in chain-mail and armed with swords and daggers and bows and arrows, and surrounded us on every side. They entreated us after the
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cruellest fashion, smiting and wounding and slaying those who made head against them, and taking the ship, with the crew and all that were

therein, carried us to an island, where they sold us all for a low price. A rich man bought me and taking me into his house, gave me to eat and drink

and clothed me and entreated me kindly, till my heart was comforted and I was somewhat restored..? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold

upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years'

absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he

might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him

and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the

old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was

on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful

marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill

chances lies in wait!.? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15)

small wonder 'twere..127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the

delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?.When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..? ?

? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his,

i. 301..122. El Hejjaj ben Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx
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