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? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.It is said that, when the
Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to
the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who
stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and
going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their
sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O
Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an
exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit
and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"
rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl
changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before
the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he
marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el
Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded
to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred,
intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his
native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the
goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we
sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy
slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him
of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..121. The Devout Platter-maker and his Wife cccclxviii.Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..? ?
? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..25. Maan ben Zaideh and the
Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am
betwixten hope and fear..? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..125.
The Muslim Champion and the Christian Lady cccclxxiv.Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.Presently, up came
the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently]
dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh
Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She
certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave
him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and
handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who
have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..66. El
Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief
of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on
my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!"
replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert
to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since
[the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me
leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch
Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.The End..So he left her and slept his night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted
him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's
husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp
of a husband went round about the house, top and bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the
druggist was certified that the house was his house and the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall
return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up
with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a
single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty.
Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets and jewels and precious stones, worth the
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kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from
her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest
they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress
dcii.Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.She
passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal!
Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted
him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man
took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the
food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old
man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.Now this was at the
beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon
and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont.
As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting
to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I
would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.To return to the king his father. When he went
to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the
nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended
into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned
and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished
upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's
destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..It befell one day
that the king's son came to me, after his father had withdrawn, and said to me, "Harkye, Ibn Nafil" "At thy service, O my lord," answered I; and he
said, "I would have thee tell me an extraordinary story and a rare matter, that thou hast never related either to me or to my father Jemhour." "O my
lord," rejoined I, "what story is this that thou desirest of me and of what kind shall it be of the kinds?" Quoth he, "It matters little what it is, so it be
a goodly story, whether it befell of old days or in these times." "O my lord," said I, "I know many stories of various kinds; so whether of the kinds
preferrest thou, and wilt thou have a story of mankind or of the Jinn?" "It is well," answered he; "if thou have seen aught with thine eyes and heard
it with thine ears, [tell it me."Then he bethought himself] and said to me, "I conjure thee by my life, tell me a story of the stories of the Jinn and that
which thou hast heard and seen of them!" "O my son," replied I, "indeed thou conjurest [me] by a mighty conjuration; so [hearken and thou shalt]
hear the goodliest of stories, ay, and the most extraordinary of them and the pleasantest and rarest." Quoth the prince, "Say on, for I am attentive to
thy speech." And I said, "Know, then, O my son, that.Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls,
like unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls
belong?' and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes,
misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked
him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it
was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my
pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.Looking to the
Issues of Affairs, Of, i. 80..The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed
at that which she saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the
Jinn came up to the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the
semblance of the Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and
pleasant of parts; the light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on
the face of the earth. They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on
the chairs aforesaid..Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a
champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the
target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit;
whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host; nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere
Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men. Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet],
whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left,
till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of
him.".? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.? ? ?
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? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd my sky
was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? b,
The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.When the tither heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I
make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away
from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.' So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood.
Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I
will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.' But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this,
thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt
lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem
every month to the hire of his lodging.'.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him
for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover
her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and
followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them
fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among
cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said
to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have
opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning
morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a
barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they
left my heart on fire without allay..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..When King Bekhtzeman heard this, his heart was comforted
and he said in himself, 'I put my trust in God. If He will, I shall overcome mine enemy by the might of God the Most High.' So he said to the folk, '
Know ye not who I am?' and they answered, ' No, by Allah.' Quoth he, 'I am King Bekhtzeman.' When they heard this and knew that it was indeed
he, they dismounted from their horses and kissed his stirrup, to do him honour, and said to him, 'O king, why hast thou thus adventured thyself?'
Quoth he, 'Indeed, my life is a light matter to me and I put my trust in God the Most High, looking to Him for protection.' And they answered him,
saying, 'May this suffice thee! We will do with thee that which is in our power and whereof thou art worthy: comfort thy heart, for we will succour
thee with our goods and our lives, and we are his chief officers and the most in favour with him of all folk. So we will take thee with us and cause
the folk follow after thee, for that the inclination of the people, all of them, is to thee.' Quoth he, 'Do that unto which God the Most High enableth
you.'.Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and
ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to
sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I
will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale,
and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price
and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on
deposit..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly
At me and parted me from him for whom I sigh..? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence,
their wish of us attain..Then I bought of the best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney
(221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him
and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and
thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren
and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".?
? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Now the folk used to go in to her and
salute her and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and
pray for him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four
sick men were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may
crave pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite
and folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and
unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.One
day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in
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goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to
their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God the Most High would restore them to their former
estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in
prison..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild
beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my
father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their
[natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour,
for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,'
quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and
indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then
said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with
that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness
o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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