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And so at the age of thirty-one, after more than twenty-eight years of blindness with afew short reprieves, Barty Lampion received the gift of sight
from his ten-year-old daughter. 1996 through 2000: Day after day, the work was done in memory of Agnes Lampion, Joey Lampion, Harrison
White, Seraphim White, Jacob | saacson, Simon Magusson, Tom Vanadium, Grace White, and most recently Wally Lipscomb, in memory of al
those who had given so much and, though perhaps still aive in other places, were gone from here..During the past week, he had ferreted out what
he could about the nurse. She was thirty, divorced, without kids, and lived alone..From late morning until dinner, people arrived and departed,
raised toasts to a merry Christmas and to peace on earth, to health and to happiness, reminisced about Christmases past, marveled about the first
heart transplant performed this very month in South Africa, and prayed that the soldiersin Vietnam would come home soon and that Bright Beach
would lose no precious sons in those far jungles..Overlaying the birthmark were brighter stains. The plain face, less homely now, was less flat, too,
pocked and torn into a new and horrendous geography..Easter still lay afew weeks away, but already Celestina had begun decorating more than a
hundred baskets, so that nothing would need to be done at the last minute except add the candy. Her living room was a warren of baskets, ribbons,
bows, beads, bangles, shredded cellophane in green and purple and yellow and pink, and decorative little plush-toy bunnies and baby chicks..That
happened ten years ago, the first and last time anyone shot at Nolly. The real work of a private eye had nothing in common with the glamorous
stuff depicted on television and in books. Thiswas alow-risk profession full of dull routine, aslong as you chose your cases wisely--which meant
staying away from clients like Enoch Cain..If he was |eft standing on the porch, the visitor would circle the house, peering in windows where the
drapes were not drawn, trying the doors in hope of finding one unlocked. Fearful that Victoriawas sick or injured, that perhaps she had slipped on a
pat of butter and cracked her Mad against the comer of an open oven door, he might try to force hisway inside, break awindow. Certainly he
would go to the neighborsto call the police..Of the things you couldn't have seen coming, I'm the worst ... I'm the worst ... I'm the worst....." They're
all the family | have," Junior said with what he hoped sounded like sorrow and long-suffering love.. This was a Californialive oak, green evenin
winter, although its leaves were fewer now than they would be in warmer seasons. The elaborate branch structure, reflected around him, was an
exquisite and harmonious maze overlaying a mosaic of sunlight green on grass, and something in its patterns suddenly touched him, moved him,
seized hisimagination. He felt asif he were balanced on the brink of an astonishing insight..Because of the events regarding Barty and Angel back
in January, Celestina, Grace, and Wally were no longer displaced persons waiting to return to San Francisco. They had begun anew here in Bright
Beach; and judging by all indications, they were going to be as happy and as occupied with useful work as it was possible to be on this troubled
side of the grave..Another thought: The young gallery employee would remember that Junior had asked after Neddy and had followed him toward
the men's room. He would provide a description, and because he was an art connoisseur, therefore visually oriented, he'd most likely provide a
good description, and what the police artist drew wouldn't be some cubist vision in the Picasso mode or a blurry impressionistic sketch, but a
portrait filled with vivid and realistic detail, like a Norman Rockwell painting, ensuring apprehension..They sat in silence, and the moment held
such an extraordinary quality of expectation that Kathleen would not have been surprised if the vanished quarter had suddenly appeared in midair
and dropped, winking brightly, to the center of Nolly's desk, there to spin with perpetual motion, until Vanadium chose to pluck it up..Tom
received afierce hug, too, and a sisterly kiss, and he was grateful for them. He had been aloner for too long, as a hunter of men pretty much had to
be when on along hard road of recuperation and then on amission of vengeance, even if he called it amission of justice. During the few days he'd
spent guarding Celestina and Grace and Angel in the city, and subsequently during the week with Wally, Tom had felt that he was part of afamily,
even if it wasjust afamily of friends, and he had been surprised to realize how much he needed that feeling..The reverend couldn't easily escape
church obligations on such short notice, but Grace wanted to be with her daughters. Phimie, however, pleaded that only Celestina accompany
her..Because the glass wings of the open window didn't lie flat against the exterior wall, they blocked his view. He had to thrust himself farther
through the opening, until he seesawed on the sill, before he could see the length of the entire block, in which the gallery stood at approximately the
middle..The receptionist, Rebecca, had stayed late, just to keep company with Barty in the waiting room. As she settled into a chair beside the boy,
he asked her if she knew what gravity was on Mars, and when she confessed ignorance, he said, "Only thirty-seven percent what it is here. Y ou can
really jump on Mars.".Kid's room. Bartholomew's room. Furniture in cheerful primary colors. Pooh posters on the wall..The fact that Barty saw
twisty spots with either eye closed had prepared Agnes for this bleak news. Y et in spite of the defense that foreknowledge provided her, the teeth of
sorrow hit deep..They were in the rain, the solid-glassy-pounding-roaring rain, every bit as much as Gene Kelly had been when he danced and sang
and capered along a storm-soaked city street in that movie, but whereas the actor had been saturated by the end of the number, these two children
remained dry. Tom's eyes strained to resolve this paradox, even though he knew that all miracles defied resolution..squint-eyed, sharp-faced night
clerk must not have been the owner, because he wasn't the type to have dreamed up cute spellings for the sign out front. Judging by his appearance
and attitude, he was aformer Nazi death-camp commandant who fled Brazil one step ahead of the Isragli secret service and was now hiding out in
Oregon..Junior had heard of thisinvention, but until now he'd never seen one. He supposed that an obsessive like Vanadium might go to any
lengths, including this exotic technology, to avoid missing an important call..In adversity lies great opportunity, as Caesar Zedd teaches, and
always, of course, thereis a bright side even when you aren't able immediately to see it..She approached the kitchen table and swept her hand
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across it, to emphasize its emptiness..As Junior was about to knock again, the door flew inward, and over Sinatra having fun with "When My Sugar
Walks Down the Street," Victoriasaid, "You're early, | didn't hear your car--" She was speaking as she pulled the door open, and she cut herself off
in midsentence When she stepped up to the threshold and saw who stood before her.. Thanksgiving dinner was a fine affair, and Christmas was even
better. On New Y ear's Eve, Wally downed one drink too many and more than once offered to perform surgery on any member of the family, free of
charge "right here, right now," aslong as the procedure was within his area of expertise.."l haven't disturbed him," said the visitor, taking his cue
from the doctor and keeping his voice low..The first was an ace of hearts. This, Maria said, was a very good card, indeed. It meant that Barty would
be lucky in love..The glimmering bay and the shimmering amber candlelight provided the perfect atmosphere for the song that arose now from the
piano in the bar..Some acts were distasteful, too, such as searching the lunatic lawman for his car keys and his badge..He moved from acribto a
bed of his own, with guardrails, months ahead of the average toddler. Within aweek, he requested that the rails be left down..If Junior had not been
such arational man, schooled in logic and reason by the books of Caesar Zedd, he might have snapped there in the street, before the photograph of
Seraphim, might have begun to shake and sob and babble until he wound up in a psychiatric ward. But although his trembling knees felt no more
supportive than aspic, they didn't dissolve under him. He couldn't breathe for aminute, and his vision darkened at the periphery, and the noise of
passing traffic suddenly sounded like the agonized shrieks of people tortured beyond endurance, but he held fast to his wits long enough to realize
that the name under the photo, which served as the centerpiece of a poster, read Celestina White in four-inch letters, not Seraphim..The tone
sounded, as promised, and a man's voice spoke from the box: "It's Max. Y ou're psychic. | found the hospital here. Poor kid bad a cerebral
hemorrhage, arising from a hyperensive crisis caused by ... eclampsia, | think it is. Baby survived. Call me, huh?'.In January '65, while Vanadium
had been in the first month of what proved to be an eight-month coma, Enoch Cain had sought Nolly's assistance in a search for Seraphim's
newborn child. When Vanadium had learned about this from Magusson long after the event, he assumed that Cain had heard Max Bellini's message
on his answering machine, made the connection with Seraphim's death in an "accident” in San Francisco, and set out to find the child because it
was his. Fatherhood was the only imaginable reason for hisinterest in the baby..so she reached across her body with her left hand, which Celestina
gripped tightly..Tears burst from Junior, stinging torrents, a salt sea of grief that blurred his vision and bathed his face in brine. "Get out of here,
you disgusting, sick son of abitch," he demanded, his voice simultaneously shaking with sorrow and twisted by righteous anger. "Get out of here
now, get out!"."No. But I'm sure as can be, the kid is better off undiscovered by the likes of him.".The runt was so out of proportion to his office
furniture that he appeared to be a bug perched in the giant leather executive chair, which itself looked like the maw of a Venus's--flytrap about to
swallow him for lunch. He allowed such alengthy silence to follow Junior's question that by the time he answered, his reply was

superfluous.. Through the big window beyond her, the charry branches of the massive oak tree formed a black cat's cradle against the sky, leaves
quivering slightly, as though nature herself trembled in trepidation of what Junior Cain might do..Although Junior felt honor-bound to give Victoria
first shot at him, he certainly didn't owe her monogamy. Eventually, when he had shaken off suspicion asfinally as he had shaken off Naomi, he
would be in the mood for a dessert buffet, romantically speaking, and one eclair would not satisfy..With a portion of his profits from Tammy
Bean's stock picks, Junior had bought a second painting by Sklent. Titled In the Baby's Brain Lies the Parasite of Doom, Version 6, it was so
exquisitely repellent that the artist's genius could not be in doubt..She wouldn't answer him, but he was as convinced by her silence as he would
have been by a blurted confession--or by adenial, for that matter. Her wild eyes convinced him, too, and her trembling mouth. Naomi had come
back to be with him, and it could be argued that Seraphim had returned in a sense, too, for this girl was the flesh of Seraphim'’s flesh, born out of
her death..Agnes could not bear to watch Maria sewing. The light no longer stung, but her new future,.To celebrate, upon leaving the gallery, he
went to the coffee shop in the Fairmont Hotel, atop Nob Hill, determined to have a beer and a cheeseburger..This brilliant mouthful was not
nature's work alone. With what Nolly must have spent to obtain this smile, some fortunate dentist had kept a mistressin jewelry through her most
nubile years..Rescuers encouraged her to move safely away from the passenger's door, as far as possible, to avoid being inadvertently injured as
they tried to break in to her. She could go nowhere but to her dead husband.."If you're a dowser, better dowse," said Licky, coming up alongside
him and looking sidelong into his face. "And if you're not, you'd better dowse all the same. That way you'll stay above ground longer." .tasteful hint
of it was on display; nothing about this beauty could be called cheap..Junior hadn't noticed when the detective stopped turning the coin across his
knuckles..While aways Agnes held fast to hope, she knew that easy hope was usually false hope, and she didn't allow herself to speculate, even
briefly, that his problem had resolved itself. Other symptoms-hal os and rainbows-had disappeared for atime, only to return..Never had the familiar
red Bicycle design of the U.S. Playing Card Company looked ominous before, but it was fearsome now, as strange voodoo veve or satanic
conjuration pattern..when red aces weft followed by disturbing jacks, Agnes had pretended to take her son's card-told fortune lightly, especially the
frightful part of it. In fact, a coldness had twisted through her heart..A shiver of awe traveled Celestina's spine, because she knew what the
physician's next words would surely be..Instruction in Braille wasn't recommended for three-year-olds, but an exception was made in this case.
Agnes arranged to have Barty receive a series of lessons, although she suspected that he'd absorb the system and learn to use it in one or two
sessions..Whether or not the visitor in the client's chair had ever known much romance, he unquestionably had experienced too much adventure and
more than his share of tragedy. Thomas Vanadium's face was a quake-rocked landscape: cracked by white scars like fault linesin a strata of

granite; the planes of brow, cheeks, and jaws canted in odd rel ationships to one another. The hemangioma that surrounded hisright eye and
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discolored his face had been with him since birth, but the awful damage to his bone structure was the work of man, not God..Their apartment was
in afour-story Victorian house that dripped gingerbread, in the exclusive Pacific Heights district. It had been converted to apartments with deep
respect for the architecture, years before Wally bought it..And speak the tongues of man and drake..This consequence of rape, the baby, was less
baby to Celestina than cancer, amalignancy excised rather than alife delivered. She had been no moreimpelled to study the child than she would
have been, charmed to examine the glistening gnarls and 0ozing convolutions of afreshly plucked tumor. Consequently, she could remember
nothing of its squinched face.."Well, the lab could detect abnormally high salt levels, but that wouldn't matter in court. He could say he ate alot of
salty foods.". This trick, however, was far more difficult than walking where the rain wasn't. Sustaining vision took both a mental and physica toll
from him..The terror he hid from her vanished with the recital of their vows. He knew from their first kiss as husband and wife that this was his
destiny. What a great adventure they'd had together these past twenty-three years, one that Doc Savage might have envied..Beside her, the
passenger's door barked and shrieked as though alive as though suffering, and these sounds were uncannily like the cries of torment that only
Agnes could hear in the haunted chambers of her heart..The guesswork of awizard is close to knowledge, though he may not know what it is he
knows. Thefirst sign of Otter's gift, when he was two or three years old, was his ability to go straight to anything lost, a dropped nail, amislaid
tool, as soon as he understood the word for it. And as a boy one of his dearest pleasures had been to go alone out into the countryside and wander
along the lanes or over the hills, feeling through the soles of his bare feet and throughout his body the veins of water underground, the lodes and
knots of ore, the lay and interfolding of the kinds of rock and earth. It was asif he walked in a great building, seeing its passages and rooms, the
descentsto airy caverns, the glimmer of branched silver in the walls; and as he went on, it was asif his body became the body of earth, and he
knew its arteries and organs and muscles as his own. This power had been a delight to him as a boy. He had never sought any use for it. It had been
his secret..He knew what she made of it, al right, and he could see that the others on the porch knew as well, and likewise he could see that all of
them wanted to hear him confirm the conclusion at which Agnes had arrived long before he'd come here with Wally this evening. Even in the
dining room, before the proof in the rain, Tom had recognized the special bond between the blind boy and this buoyant little girl. In fact, he
couldn't have arrived at any conclusion different from the one Agnes reached, because like her, he believed that the events of every day revealed
mysterious design if you were willing to seeiit, that every fife had profound purpose..When Agnes and Paul returned from a honeymoon in Carmel,
they discovered that Edom had finally cleared out Jacob's apartment. He donated his twin's extensive files and books to a university library that was
building a collection to satisfy a growing professorial and student interest in apocalyptic studies and paranoid philosophy..To Edom, humanity was
obviously not the greater of these two destructive forces. Men and women were part of nature, not above it, and their evil was, therefore, just one
more example of nature's malignant intent. They had stopped debating this issue years ago, however, neither man conceding any credibility to the
other's dogma..Zedd taught in this world where dishonesty is the currency of social acceptance and financial success, you must practice some deceit
to get dlong in life, but you must never lieto yourself, or you are left with no one to trust..Holding hands, Barty and Angel led the adults into the
kitchen, to the back door. This procession had a ceremonial quality that intrigued Tom, and by the time they stepped onto the porch, he was
impatient to know why everyone-except he and Wally-was emotionally airborne, one degree of altitude below euphoria..Wait here in the car. Give
them time to settle down. At this hour, they would put the kid to bed first. Then Ichabod and Celestina would go to their room, undress for the
night.."Why should | be afraid of a stumbling blind boy?" asked Junior again. But this time the words issued from him in a different tone of voice,
because suddenly he sensed something knowing in this boy's attitude, if not in his manufactured eyes, a quality similar to what the girl
exhibited..Vanadium's vehicle, obviously not an official police sedan, was a blue 1961 Studebaker Lark Regal. A dumpy and inelegant car, it
looked as though it had been designed specifically to complement the stocky detective's physique..Edom, who had never made it big, medium, or
little, watched his sister blur before him. He strove to contain the shimmering hotness in his eyes. His love was not for magic, and his pride was not
in any skill he possessed, for he possessed none worth noting. His love was for his good sister; she was his pride, too, and he felt that his small life
had precious meaning as long as he was able to drive her on days like this, carry her pies, and occasionally make her smile..With the salt and
pepper shakers, Tom walked them through the why-1'm-not-sad-about-my-face explanation that he'd given to Angel ten days
previously..Desperately trying to collect her wits, Agnes gazed out at the deluged graveyard, where the mournful trees and massed monuments
were blurred by purling streams ceaselessly spilling down the windshield..Nolly liked to watch her hands while she worked. They were slim,
graceful, the hands of an adolescent girl..Paul withdrew the pistol from the drawer. The weapon didn't feel as good to him as guns alwaysfelt in the
hands of pulp heroes..He couldn't remember on what principle he'd considered firing Magusson. In spite of his faults, the attorney was highly
competent..Although Celestinafelt alittle paranoid, being so security-minded in this safe neighborhood, nevertheless she searched, out the master
control button and engaged the power locks..Even someone of saintly habits and selfless behavior might be a monster in his heart, filled with
unspeakabl e desires, which he might act upon only once or never..wickedly sharp silver scimitar suspended by afilament more fragile than a
human hair..same," Agnes admonished. "Who's been raising you, sugarpie, if you don't know that? Are you going to pretend you've been brought
up by wolves for nine years?'.Unbuttoning her blouse, Celestinasaid, "Traditionally, puppies don't have arole in weddings.".Beyond the window,
behind veils of rain and fog, the metropolis appeared to be more enigmatic than Stonehenge, as unknowable as any city in our dreams.."I'll show
you some. That's what Gelluk's after. The ore of watermetal. Watermetal eats all the other metals, even gold, see.WHEN DR. JM PARKHURST
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made his evening rounds, Junior didn't continue to feign sleep but asked earnest questions to which he knew most of the answers, having
eavesdropped on the conversation between the physician and Detective Vanadium..Over many proud generations and at least to the extent of
second cousins, no one on either side of Celestina's family had skin of this light color. They were without exception medium to dark mahogany,
many shades darker than thisinfant.."Miss White was admitted to St. Mary's late January fifth," said Nolly, "with dangerous hypertension, a
complication of pregnancy.”.The Bright Beach Library was open until nine on Friday evening. Arriving an hour before closing, they returned the
Heinlein novels that Barty had already read and checked out the three that he wanted. In a spirit of optimism, they borrowed a fourth, Podkayne of
Mars..When at last he spoke, real grief, quiet but profound, softened his voice: "March first, three years ago, my wife and two sons-Danny and
Harry, both seven, twins-were coming home from visiting her parentsin New Y ork. Shortly after takeoff ... their plane went down.".Judging by his
great pleasurein learning, Barty didn't feel robbed of anything. To him, the world was an orange of infinite layers, which he peeled and savored
with increasing delight..A spirit-shredding bleakness clawed at her, but she couldn't permit it to leave her in tatters. If she traded hope for despair,
as her brothers had done, Bartholomew would be finished before he'd begun. She owed him optimism, lessonsin the joy of life.."Nick," he
suggested, as though any reason existed for her to be on afirst-name basis with the man who killed her husband. "I wasn't drinking. ".He hadn't
killed this one, of course. A traffic accident. Wasn't that what V anadium had said? Ten months ago, following tendon surgery for aleg injury,
Seraphim had been an outpatient at the rehab hospital where Junior worked. She was scheduled for therapy three days a week..Koko skidded to a
halt, perplexed, looked left, looked right, floppy ears lifted slightly to catch any sound of Mistress Mary..the hilly streets of the city, ignoring all
traffic lights and stop signs, pegging the speedometer needle at its highest mark, as though he might eventually be air-cooled by sufficient speed.
He wanted to slam through unwary pedestrians, crack their bones, and send them tumbling..Strangely, as sometimes happened in this room, his
missing toe itched. There was no point in removing his shoe and sock to scratch the stump, because that would provide no relief. Curiously, the itch
was in the phantom toe itself, where it could never be scratched.. That last part was true. He just wasn't loose in this world anymore. And in the
world to which he'd gone, he would not find easy victims..The two men detached and rolled up the pleated green skirt that hung from the
rectangular frame of the graveyard winch on which the casket was suspended. Green, rather than black, because Naomi loved nature: Junior had
been thoughtful about the details of the service..The slamming of Junior's heart sounded as loud to him as mortar rounds. He stepped back and
sideways, out of the vending machine's line of fire..interminably against the ignition plate before, at last, he was able to insert it. " Should be a boy,
because then you'll always have a man around the house.".inking? The sequined and tasseled hat of fame was too gaudy for her; shewasa
minister's daughter, from Spruce Hills, Oregon, more comfortable in abaseball cap.."But before you leave St. Mary's," the physician said, "I'd like
afew mutes of your time. It's very important to me. Personally.".Eventually Junior crossed the room to stand before Industrial Woman in all her
scrap-metal glory. Her soup-pot breasts reminded him of Frieda's equally abundant bosom, and unfortunately her mouth, open wide in asilent
shriek, reminded him of Friedaretching..She told them of Phimie's request that the baby be named Angel. "At the time, | assumed she wasn't able
to think clearly because of the stroke.
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