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Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him
a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of
the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld,
at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up,
till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope
and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..All those who were present laughed at her mockery of Iblis and
marvelled at the goodliness of her observation (209) and her readiness in improvising verses; whilst the Sheikh himself rejoiced and said to her, 'O
Tuhfet es Sudour, the night is gone; so arise and rest thyself ere the day; and to-morrow all shall be well.' Then all the kings of the Jinn departed,
together with those who were present of guards, and Tuhfeh abode alone, pondering the affair of Er Reshid and bethinking her of how it was with
him, after her, and of that which had betided him for her loss, till the dawn gleamed, when she arose and walked in the palace. Presently she saw a
handsome door; so she opened it and found herself in a garden goodlier than the first, never saw eyes a fairer than it. When she beheld this garden,
delight moved her and she called to mind her lord Er Reshid and wept sore, saying, 'I crave of the bounty of God the Most High that my return to
him and to my palace and my home may be near at hand!'.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the
dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For
that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes
and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and
apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this
is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and
apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this
that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and
Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the
princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.Abou Temam,
Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the
couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the
Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the
circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of
my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth
to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy
charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Three Young Men,
El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and
saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es
Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her
and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which
Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El
Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were
little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).Meanwhile, news was
brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the
prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the
prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the
Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return."
Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin
called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed.
This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a
dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed
his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into
another calamity..? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the
fire without fear!.The First Day..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him
with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif
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advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es
Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is
told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the
Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..After a few days, his brother returned and
finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of
the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they
concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen
none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman
imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that
woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had
circumvented the Afrit..25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all
that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him
and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he
broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted
him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and
Hindbad the, iii. 199.My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King
Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth
and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops,
ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of
thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost
thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed
my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed,
this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in
the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of
my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the
mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my
case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not,"
answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy
trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return
unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and
confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my
trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us
many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and
now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii.
203..Conclusion.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I
had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it
is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with
musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a
shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the
favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is
without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth
each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me
on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee
a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis
and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young
men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth
with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth
he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they;
and he was silent..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..The Twelfth Night of the Month..Now the king had a brother, who envied
him and would fain have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he
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took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no
kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew
long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of
yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel
and committeth to him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I
have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said,
'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have
written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative]
instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit
them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over them.".? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor
of the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced him, he arose and went out,
perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O Sheikh, how cometh it that I
see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel
who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten food and now would fain drink
wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and indeed I am bewildered concerning
my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful are used to drink wine, and whenas
they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is
to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man, "[I conjure thee] by the right of
neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God," answered the Jew and going to his
house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she said to him, "Whence hadst thou
this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me this.".Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er
Rehwan, King, i. 215..Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard
and his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of
laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on
thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest
my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said,
"Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems,
thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and
that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that
which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord, by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me
looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed
and craved pardon of God the Most High for that which she had done..? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils
and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine
eyes bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..? ? ?
? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.As we stood, behold, up
came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady."
Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against
my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and
entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat
down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day;
moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On
this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the
young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..The Third Night
of the Month.Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..?
? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they
brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may
devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead;
wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver
me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his
son?" And the youth said, "O king,.The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings
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and sang the following verses:.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his
neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long
while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to
say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the
thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of
thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the
Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Officer's Story, The Sixteenth, ii. 193..As for the singer, when his
[stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking
down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist,
who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and
opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to
the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house
in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,'
answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light,
ii. 258..1. The Merchant and the Genie i.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.Tither, The Unjust King and the, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.When the Khalif heard these his verses, he was moved to exceeding delight and taking the cup, drank it
off, and they ceased not to drink and carouse till the wine rose to their heads. Then said Aboulhusn to the Khalif, "O boon-companion mine, of a
truth I am perplexed concerning my affair, for meseemed I was Commander of the Faithful and ruled and gave gifts and largesse, and in very deed,
O my brother, it was not a dream." "These were the delusions of sleep," answered the Khalif and crumbling a piece of henbane into the cup, said to
him, "By my life, do thou drink this cup." And Aboulhusn said, "Surely I will drink it from thy hand." Then he took the cup from the Khalifs hand
and drank it off, and no sooner had it settled in his belly than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down senseless]..30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of
Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and
the Tortoises dccccxxiv.When the evening evened, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said, "It is well.
Know, O king, that.37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.There was once a man of Nishapour,
(1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his
brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took
ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her
of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face,
the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie
with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft
speech and gentleness..? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy
nature's a trait..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel,
sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for
the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him
and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall
cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him
and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the
mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not
be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins
of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay,
O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the
world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".159. The
Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.Thereupon there sallied forth to him Zuheir ben Hebib, and they wheeled about and feinted
awhile, then came to dose quarters and exchanged strokes. El Harith forewent his adversary in smiting and stretched him weltering in his gore;
whereupon Hudheifeh cried out to him, saying, "Gifted of God art thou, O Harith! Call another of them." So he cried out, saying, "Is there a
comer-forth [to battle?]" But they of Baghdad held back froni him; and when it appeared to El Harith that confusion was amongst them, he fell
upon them and overthrew the first of them upon their last and slew of them twelve men. Then the evening overtook him and the Baghdadis
addressed themselves to flight..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all
his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at
one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of
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the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he
looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and
he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy!
Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her
beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell it thee.'.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the
Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the
elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with
whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great
while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair
whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king
persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the
girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..One day, the
Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the
eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and
Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris
and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street.
(167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He
kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his
friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and
indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I
desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to
thee and see her.'.145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz
and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she
opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for
indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay,"
answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I
understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.? ? ? ? ? In
every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..So the young man went to his lodging and
fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them. Then said he, "Bring
her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night, and on the morrow
thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his house, where, after a
little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me the damsel, for that I
bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man hath paid down thy
price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have thee be present with
him.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast;
but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had
contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not.
When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in
supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou
occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting
neither meat nor drink..Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning
morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a
barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his
session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy
departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him
on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them
up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and
do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to
her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat
of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir
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went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.? ? ? ? ?
None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth betwixt us plight..81. The
Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..When he was
gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before
him, and he tasted food whose like he had never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old
man's case and he summoned him to his presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should
cook together, he and the cook, and the old man obeyed his commandment..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's sake, hath companied with
me!.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to]
dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the
Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then]
king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true
believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of
time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..? ? ?
? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth
dxxxiv.The prefect released the man and gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and
took forth of the house treasures galore. Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up
incontinent against the wall of the house, whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a
camel and went round about the town with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell,
whilst I looked on, and I saw not my friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However,
some days afterward, he came up to me, and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went
away..Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so
that Er Reshid's wit was dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the
following verses:.160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the
Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those
who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.?OF CLEMENCY..Now the singer had entered and the
druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in a state
of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is
one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the
chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank
and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and
made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the
chamber of wine, ii. 224..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster
and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for
fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she
said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her
husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and
smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then
her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".SINDBAD THE SAILOR
AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew
till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him,
gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent
and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me
and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my
soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O
Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and
said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El
Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done
well, O cavalier.'.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat
down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.'
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And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in
this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is
thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him
and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him
and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive
and well, though she saw him not..So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a
raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the
mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I
collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris
and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and
seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..When the king heard his viziers' words, he was
exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace,
thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk and hopest pardon for the like of this great
crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his head; whereupon each of the viziers fell
a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no?
They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as aforetime." And the king said to him,
"Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that which they saw not? This is but envy
and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of
the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.O friends, the East wind waxeth, the morning
draweth near, iii. 123..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of
the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also
invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends,
who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent
of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that
he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the
merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and
thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also]
disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed
between them..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'
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