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passageway between this vehicle and the next. A pair of cowboy boots, blue jeans tucked in the tops:.like chains around her.."Not likely.".After a

few seconds of silence 1ay conceded, "Okay, I can see how it might be a good way of getting rid of the odd freak here and there. But what do you

do when a whole bunch of them get together?".As Leon spoke, Colman looked curiously at Kath to see if he could detect any reaction, but the

remained impassive..empty hand and lift a named number of cards off a deck eight times out of ten. Swyley had been his guinea pig, for he had

discovered that if Swyley couldn't spot a false move, nobody could, and in the years since, he had perfected his technique to the degree that Swyley

now owed him $1,343,859.20, including interest..Just over four square miles but irregular in outline, Phoenix included most of Canaveral City with

its central district and military barracks, the surrounding residential complexes such as Cordova Village that housed primarily Terrans, and a

selection of industrial, commercial, and public facilities chosen to form the nucleus of a self sufficient community. In addition an area of ten square

miles of mainly open land on the side away from Franklin was designated for future annexation and development. Transit rights through Phoenix

were guaranteed for Chironians using the maglev between Franklin and the Mandel Peninsula, in return for which Phoenix claimed a right-of-way

corridor to the shuttle base, which would be shared as a joint resource..At one time, she'd been proud of her beauty. Now she wondered why she

had taken so much pride in.Kath nodded. "Wally and Sam. It was only briefly, became I had to get back to Farnhill and your other people, but from

what they said it seems as if you know quite a bit about MHD. Where did you study?".away. I'm never going to forget the way he looked." The

girl's voice grew softer but also more.Leilani looked toward the kitchen window but seemed to be gazing at something far away in time and at."I

never lost myself."."We've only seen Franklin," Pernak replied. "There's a whole planet out there.".mottled as a boiled lobster, he at last clears his

throat of food only to fill it with laughter, making such a."Sure," Chang said confidently. "I'll give you a call when I've talked to Adam. He's the

friend. Would Jay like to go too."?.As proof of what Constance Tavenall had just said, the videotape cut from the Chevy to the soft light at.The

truck rolls southwest into the night, with the twin fuses on the blacktop raveling longer in its wake,.As in Leilani's own closet, a tubular-steel pole,

approximately two inches in diameter, spanned the.commit. His mother has raised him with strong values; but if he's to survive this night, he will

have to steal..Sparks seem to fly from rock formations as the steely light reflects off flecks of mica in the stone..asking.".thanks to old Sinsemilla's

performance. If you really want to know about Preston Claudius Maddoc,."Regular comm channels are all down, to the ship everywhere. They

have been for over an hour," Stanislau said. "Emergency channels are restricted to priority military traffic." Colman threw the blankets aside,

swung his legs out, and began pulling on his pants. "Strange things happening everywhere," Stanislau told him, handing him his boots. "Lots of

SDs arriving at the shuttle base, squads out inside Phoenix arresting people, most of Company B has taken off.. . I don't know what it's all

about.".Veronica had to bite her lip .to suppress the beginnings of a giggle,. "A Chironian.".anger, Micky realized that only silence and retreat

made sense. Rocking knee to knee in the prickly.Not every delicacy is prepared by the two short-order cooks out front. The kitchen staff is large

and.and terrifying than the teeth..Although everybody had been expecting the announcement, a tension had been building as the room waited for

the words that would confirm the expectations. Now that the words had been said, the tension released itself in a ripple of murmurs accompanied

by the rustle of papers, and the creaks of chain as bodies unfolded into easier postures.."Neither have I. But the idea appeals to me. And so right

after he married Sinsemilla, he said that even.The long bar lay to the right of the door. In a row down the center of the room, each of eight

plank-top.beneath the chest of drawers to Leilani's exposed back, where now it slowly extruded on the floor.For the curtain that was falling away

was the backcloth of the stage upon which the dolls had danced. And as the backcloth fell and the strings fell with it, the dolls were dancing on.

The dolls were dancing without the strings because there were no strings. There had never been any, except those which the dolls had allowed the

puppeteers to fasten to their minds. But those strings had held up the puppeteers, not the dolls, for the puppeteers were falling while the dolls

danced on..On all sides of Curtis, remote-released locks electronically disengage with sharp double-beep signals,.lunatic charm.".either.

Yet..Quickly glancing around as he moves, he notices only a few children here and there, all with their.Michelle or Heather or Courtney.".he has

the instincts of a survivor. His wariness must be taken seriously. Evidently, something in the night.By contrast, this was

holding-your-breath-at-a-seance silence, just before the ghost says boo..kept her pedigree in her purse and never flashed it, as did so many others of

her economic station.."Thingy schemin' up a scheme to get his Leilani mouse, lickin' his snaky lips. Thingy, him be dreamin'.Staying closer than

Curtis intended, the dog presses against his legs and pushes her nose to the gap.spread, head upon a pillow, her back to the door and to the lamp,

her face in shadow. She didn't stir.Sincerely, he said, "Damn, you would have been a funny Minnie." "You're probably just like my dad..jammed in

the bottleneck at the restaurant's front door, not in danger of trampling one another like.Colman nodded. "Gone to the storeroom with Hanlon and

Lechat. Everything was quiet upstairs when we left".Some people present hadn't been there five years before but had arrived with the EAF starship,

and others with the European mission that had reached Alpha Centauri a year later. They had called themselves Chinese, Indians, Japanese, and

Indonesians then, or Russian, German, French, Spaniard, Italian. . . but now they were all simply Chironians. They too had come to see that the old

society could never have transformed itself into a culture that was appropriate to high technology, limitless resources, and universal abundance; it

had inherited too much that was self-destructive from its past. The new society, could only have risen in the way that it had-isolated by light-years

of space and by its unique beginnings from the mechanisms that had perpetuated the creeds of hatred, prejudice, greed, intimidation, domination,
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and unreason from generation to generation..Lechat waited for the noise to die away and managed to bring his feelings under control sufficiently to

muster a semblance of dignity appropriate to the moment But simplicity and brevity were appropriate too. "I am honored and privileged by this

appointment, and I will dedicate myself for the duration of my term to serving the best interests of our people to the best of my ability," he

announced, "in accordance with that promise, my first official act is to restore the full powers of Congress as previously ~suspended, and my

second is to declare the state of emergency ended as of this moment," Another round of applause, this time briefer than before, greeted the

statement. "Next, I have two proposals to put to the vote of the assembly," Lechat said. "But before I do so, I feel that the Supreme Military

Commander of the Mission might wish to speak." He sat down, looked along the dais toward Borftein, and motioned with his hand an invitation for

the general to take it from there..entirely to down-to-earth stuff like TV wrestling, video games, dinosaurs, and serial-flushing public."That's a

gamble we'll have to take," Sirocco said. "Sterm will hardly order them to fire on the rest of the ship if he's in it.".the woman in the frilly slip, and

moonlight painting points on the teeth in her snarl..After a mintless scrubbing of her teeth, Micky retreated to her tiny bedroom, which she'd

already."No." Colman turned his head and waved Hanlon over. "Bret, this is Veronica. Never mind why, but she's going to need help getting out of

the shuttle base later tonight. What do you think?".the hour. Yet they are still becoming what they eventually will be to each other, not yet

entirely.Music began playing, the crowd dispersed back to the bar and tables, and conversations started to pick up again. Colman and his

companions went back upstairs, and Driscoll collected another round of drinks from the bar while the others sat where they had been earlier. They

talked for a while about the incident, agreed it was a bad thing to have happened, wondered what would come of it, and eventually changed the

subject.."When I wasn't scared anymore. When I was big enough and angry enough to make it stop." Micky's.That didn't explain anything. Jay

couldn't see it either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were reasonable and rational about everything all the time. But they can't be,

can they? Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There can't be anything radically different.".Well, it's not difficult to see who

the next target would be, is it.".In the yard next door, beyond the sagging picket fence, a white-robed figure thrashed in the gloaming, as.watched

from any window. Beyond the open back door lay a deserted kitchen dimly revealed by the."Stay off the streets and keep out of sight," Fulmire

said. "Sterm and Stormbel have pulled a coup. They've got the SDs and at least some of the regular units-I'm not sure how many. They're arresting

all the members of Congress up here, and squads are out at this moment to round up the rest. I'm probably on the list too, so this will have to be

quick. They're taking over the Communications Center, and they've made a deal with Slessor to leave him and his crew alone if he sticks to

worrying about the safety of the ship. Get out of Phoenix if you can. I don't know if-" The picture and the voice cut out suddenly..forbidding than

this one, he knows that sprinting flat-out through such terrain in twenty-percent humidity,.As she descended the back steps from Geneva's kitchen,

Leilani regretted leaving Micky and Mrs. D so.Engine screaming, klaxons shrieking, lights flashing as though with the fury of dragon eyes, the

Peterbilt.feels her brother-becoming's distress..a rose?"."We're looking into that. It will depend on how many people Steve can spare. Now, if Bret

can get there from the Columbia District after the transmission has gone out, then that might put a different.. ." Sirocco's voice trailed away, and his

mouth hung open as he stared disbelievingly toward the door at the back of the room. The heads turned one by one, and as they did so, gasps and

mutterings, punctuated by a few good-natured jeers, began breaking out on all sides. /.two words carried a heavier load than any of the freight trains

that Micky had imagined escaping on.Leilani didn't actually make sense of those words, and she was saved only because she met her mother's."He

wasn't dead then," Geneva assured the girl. "He hadn't even begun to lose his hair yet."."There's no need to look," Driscoll told him nonchalantly.

"You've got a pair of kings." Adam snorted and tossed his cards face up on the table to reveal the kings of hearts and spades and three odd

cards..He stares at his reflection in one of the mirrored doors and isn't proud of what he sees. Pale face. Eyes."Hmmm . . ." The reply didn't seem

quite what Merrick hoped for. 'Not quite everything, surely," he said. "What about the shooting of Corporal Wilson a week ago?".He had a bone to

chew with Fate, and he gnawed at it even though he knew that of the two of them,."I never said there was," Nanook answered..pillow, was the

phantom-of-the-opera hemisphere, its battered bone structure held together by cords of.Suddenly a man enters the bathroom from the front of the

motor home..Resolved to live up to his mother's expectations, reminding himself of his remorse over failing to rescue.strange because it exists only

in his mind, that regardless of how long or how fast he runs, he'll never."You must hold out to the last man," Colonel Oordsen, who was following

events from the Bridge, said on one of the control room screens. "We're almost ready to detach the module."."Dry as a cracker.".your head, just like

in mine. You sort of hide it, but I can see.".presence and planning to capture him at a roadblock ahead..arm, its fangs bared on the back of his hand,

its eyes bright with hatred. "But you ought to realize that.by ETs?it was supposed to happen before we were ten. Each of us would be made whole,

he promised."Mama likes bad boys.".mother-daughter moment. It didn't matter that their roles were reversed, that the daughter was providing.many

clothes to allow a boy and a dog to shelter among the shirts and shoes.."What's your pseudofather's real name?" Geneva asked..He rations her

sausages because he knows that if overfed she'll become sick..interpret a patient's responses. If this had been nuclear-reactor engineering, Micky

would already have."We all have to pay our debts," Nanook said unhelpfully..Stanislau took a long draught from his glass and made a

what-the-hell? gesture. "My grandfather stayed alive in the Lean Years by ripping off Fed warehouses and selling the stuff. He could bomb any

security routine ever dreamed up. My dad got a job with the Emergency Welfare Office, and between them they wrote two sisters and a brother that

I never had into the system and collected the benefits. So life wasn't too bad." He shrugged, almost apologetically. "I guess it got to be kind of a

tradition... sort of handed down in the family."."I've got one too," Veronica whispered, bringing her face."That's true," Bernard agreed. "But the
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risk of Sterm trying anything with those weapons has to be greater if he thinks he can blackmail a defenseless planet, If he knew what he was up

against-you don't have to give him every detail-it might be enough to persuade him to give it up. That's all we're asking. For the sake of those

people up there, you owe it to spell out a warning, clearly and unambiguously.".inspection.."Hey, you. Stop." The major in command of the four

SD troopers sent to scout out the center of Canaveral City --a residential and commercial suburb situated outside the base and merging into one side

of Franklin--addressed the Chironian whom they had followed from the restaurant a few yards back around the corner. He was well-dressed, in his

midthirties, and carrying an attach6 case. The Chironian ignored them and kept walking. Whereupon the major marched ahead to plant himself

firmly in the man's path. The Chironian walked round him and eventually halted when the troopers formed themselves into an impassable barrier

on three sides. "You're coming to talk to the ambassador," the major informed him..Below, the three flashlights swivel in unison and point due

north. Toward Curtis..boy takes comfort from the silken coat and the warmth of his friend, successfully repressing a fit of the.Lesley turned to

Jarvis. "Power the tubes back up and get sop~e more guys down there fast. Put them in suits in case the-cupola gets depressurized, and pull Brad's

people back into the ramp."."You never know. The chances might be better after we reach Chiron," Sirocco said. Colman's transfer application had

been turned down by Engineering. "With the population exploding like crazy, there might be all kinds of.The hot dogs are useless as a weapon. His

mother's self-defense instructions never involved sausages of.Aunt Geneva's aged house trailer looked like a giant oven built for the roasting of

whole cows, in."Maybe. Who knows? Let's just hope there aren't too many of them in the Army."."How do you know it's right?".Or maybe the

dog's sudden anxiety has nothing to do with the contents of the mirrored wardrobe. She.Noah's feet felt as heavily iron-shod as Rickster's appeared

to be, but he tried not to shuffle the rest of.Bantam Books are published by Bantam Books, a division of Random House, Inc. Its

trademark,.baseboard and rattling against the legs of the furniture?but also because she herself was grunting like a.when they retired for the

night..At 8 million miles, defenses brought to full alert and advance screen of remote-control interceptors deployed 50,000 miles ahead of ship to

cover final approach. Response from Chiron neutral..A few seconds after the SD's disappeared, figures began popping from a fire exit behind the

elevators on the far side of the lobby, and vanishing quickly and silently into the Communications Center..fight. The chest of drawers contained but

a few articles of clothing, nothing else, because they were living."Right. The other-yes, question?'."So are you," Colman insisted. "Chironian genes

were dealt from the same deck as all the rest. So the codes were turned into electronics for a while, and then back into DNA. So what? A book that

gets stored in the databank is still the same book when it comes out.".the end of a long prep table, Curtis hurries into a narrow work aisle with

loosely thatched rubber mats on.Another week of unrewarded job-hunting, however, might bring back depression. Also, more than once.woods.

Lambent moonlight spangles an arc of urine.."Amazing," the robot replied in a neutral voice..through their adversaries. Thank God, then, for his

sister-becoming.."Jonathan likes walking the edge. Risk excites him."."I love your nasty mouth."."The people here 'wouldn't mind if our people

started."What does a Chironian computer print when you attempt illegal access?" one of them asked Colman when they had got into their joke

repertoires..In the hallway, he encountered a nurse pushing a stainless-steel serving cart: a petite raven-haired.Jesus, he thought, he was sick of the

system. It went back a lot longer than twenty years, for what was the Mayflower II but an extension of the same system he'd been trying to, get

away from all his life? lay was beginning to feel the trap closing around him already. And none of it was going to change--ever. Chiron wasn't

going to be the way out that Colman had hoped for when he volunteered at nineteen. They had brought the system with them, and Chiron was

going to be made just another part of it..on past experience, she made the logical assumption that it wasn't here; as a much younger girl, she had."If

you don't mind my saying so, isn't this a bit risky, sir?" Driscoll said apprehensively. "I mean . . . with all this going on? Suppose Colonel

Wesserman or somebody shows up.".supposed to have them at night, only in high-demand hours. Maybe it's just an ordinary screw-up.".Bernard

stared grimly while he pictured again in his mind's eye the hole that had been blown in the surface of Remus. "We've got. to stop it," he breathed.

"We've got to get a message up there somehow. . . to Sterm. . . telling him what he's up against. Thousands of people are still up there."."Really?

You don't look like you've been raised in a box.".stocked with strange fish. The fish?actually a man with a buzz cut behind the wheel, a brunette

with."I don't know," Brad replied. "I haven't been in on it at the top level. But it's medium-to-long range, and for some reason it has to be

synchronized with the ship's orbital period.".But his reputation had put him in a no-win situation at the Friday night poker school because when he

won, everybody said he was sharping, and when he didn't, everybody said he was lousy. So he had stopped playing poker, but not before his name

had been linked catalytically with enough arguments and brawls to get him transferred to D Company. As he stared fixedly at the wall across the

corridor, the thought occurred to him that in a place with so many kids around, there ought to be a big demand for a conjuror. The more he thought

about it, the more appealing the idea became. But to do something about it, he would first have to figure out-some way of working an escape

trick---out of the Army. Swyley should have some useful suggestions about that, he thought.."All covering positions manned and standing by," one

of the duty crew sang out from a station inside the command post..suddenly appear stone-hard, and cold enough to bring an early end to summer

across the entire North
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