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CATECHISM ON THE DOCTRINES OF THE PLYMOUTH BRETHREN
There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding
mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses
of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was
passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his
ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and
greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and
baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those
who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the
police of the town.'.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the
fire without fear!.So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid
him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and
gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore
the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she
heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow
dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go
away.'.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage.
So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so
they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's
wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and
he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul
prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto
presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..? ? ? ? ? Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day As of my life I
do not reckon aye;.So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights,
wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to
sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that
the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy
all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they
brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to
pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..NOTE..Meanwhile, Belehwan the
froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined
unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an
evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the
King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent
back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him:
the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with
Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the
gloom that whiles it wore..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..Then he wrote a letter to King
Azadbekht, saying to him, "I am a servant of thy servants and a slave of thy slaves and my daughter is a handmaid at thy service, and may God the
Most High prolong thy days and appoint thy times [to be] in delight and contentment! Indeed, I still went girded of the waist in thy service and in
caring for the preservation of thy dominion and warding off thine enemies from thee; but now I abound yet more than before in zeal and
watchfulness, for that I have taken this to charge upon myself, since my daughter is become thy wife." And he despatched a messenger to the king
with the letter and a present..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me
and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer,
and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would
seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was
clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I
entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."
Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history
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and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How
should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long
going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get
the better of him.".AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet.
Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..When the king heard this story, he was
fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to
his lodging..So the merchant went forth, afflicted, sorrowful, weeping, [and wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving
in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and mourning and said to him, 'What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them
with his history, from first to last, whereby they knew him and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he;
whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for him and said to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever
betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they dived and brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and
said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good star is in the ascendant!' Then they gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of
them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide the rest against the time of thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful and contented, and
addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping the two others in his mouth; but a thief saw him and went and advertised his mates of
him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took his gown and departed from him. When they were gone away, he arose, saying, 'These
two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me,' and made for the [nearest] city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave
them to the broker], that he might sell them..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come
to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the
sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no
knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face
be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say
thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money
may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent
again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber,
and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy
saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him
who letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? My outward of my inward
testifies And this bears witness that that tells aright. (39).Temam (Abou), Story of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..Now this island is under the Equinoctial
line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching
between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths
and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams
are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as
beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great
pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this
to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i.
189..Sixteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..As they were thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the
wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see
what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth
they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah."
By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy
dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way
into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my
slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the
Faithful..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one,
and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and
take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a
knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and
he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take
him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou
dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of
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deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he
[well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and
he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and
perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry
her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and
the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story iv.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.90. The Apples of Paradise dclxxvi.? ? ? ?
? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they
weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open
to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were
crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered,
committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found
themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and
behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for
that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among
creatures is rare and sought for in mountain and vale..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I
conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady
Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my
slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And
Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful,
weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming,
so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is
dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh,
in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love
between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other
a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise
they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the
perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their
story, and so peace [be on you!].? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity,
praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and
shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days
and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection,
who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came
fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm,
and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made
himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.? ? ?
? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death
cclxx.Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings
differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord
and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not contest the
commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city;
nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back,
gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the
banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his
head, took him up and set him on his back..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said
to her, "God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must
be so and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his
father's treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade
his servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and
mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.?
? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared, And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent.."Except,"
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continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By
Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It
is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.When Er Razi heard this, he said,
'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at
him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had
collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been
prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten
and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the
money.'.74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? For no hand is there but the hand of God is over it And no oppressor but shall be
with worse than he opprest..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king
bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and
Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When
the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to
him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and
the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered
up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..? ? ? ? ? Her eye is sharper than a sword; the soul with ecstasy It takes
and longing leaves behind, that nothing may assain..? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath
gotten and will not let me free,.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.The
draper answered with "Hearkening and obedience" and going forth from the deputy's presence, betook himself to his shop and brought out thence
[the casket and] somewhat considerable, which he removed to his house. At break of day he arose and going to his shop, broke the lock and cried
out and shrieked and called [on God for help,] till the folk assembled about him and all who were in the city were present, whereupon he cried out
to them, saying even as the prefect had bidden him; and this was bruited abroad. Then he made for the prefecture and presenting himself before the
chief of the police, cried out and complained and made a show of distraction..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.I
abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but
saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he
was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when
he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed
with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him;
whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without
recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop;
whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said,
'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went
away..So El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would
fain take the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose
to play him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will
feign myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are
gone away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without
hurt].' And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend
him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he
said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of
robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he
answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh
thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his
palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in
him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened
the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number
of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched
it to all the Amirs, acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding,
"And indeed he will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all
assembled together to Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all
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agreed, of one accord, that they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him.
Azadbekht knew not [of their design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?"
And she answered, saying, "Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst
his wife mounted the other. Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while
Isfehend entered the city and made himself king..Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six
months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a
place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel, and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took
them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this
by way of mockery against my comrades, and it succeeded.' (142).She laughed and answered, 'O my lord, my story is a strange one and my case
extraordinary. Know that I belonged aforetime to a Mughrebi merchant, who bought me, when I was three years old, and there were in his house
many slave-girls and eunuchs; but I was the dearest to him of them all. So he kept me with him and used not to call me but "daughterling," and
indeed I am presently a clean maid. Now there was with him a damsel, a lutanist, and she reared me and taught me the craft, even as thou seest.
Then was my master admitted to the mercy of God the Most High (184) and his sons divided his good. I fell to the lot of one of them; but it was
only a little while ere he had squandered all his substance and there was left him no tittle of money. So I left the lute, fearing lest I should fall into
the hand of a man who knew not my worth, for that I was assured that needs must my master sell me; and indeed it was but a few days ere he
carried me forth to the barrack of the slave-merchant who buyeth slave-girls and showeth them to the Commander of the Faithful. Now I desired to
learn the craft; so I refused to be sold to other than thou, till God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) vouchsafed me my desire of thy
presence; whereupon I came out to thee, whenas I heard of thy coming, and besought thee to buy me. Thou healedst my heart and boughtedst me;
and since I entered thy house, O my lord, I have not taken up the lute till now; but to-day, whenas I was quit of the slave-girls, [I took it]; and my
purpose in this was that I might see if my hand were changed (185) or no. As I was singing, I heard a step in the vestibule; so I laid the lute from
my hand and going forth to see what was to do, found thee, O my lord, on this wise.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.?OF
DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to
the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to
the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then
he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn abode in the
Khalifate, taking and giving, ordering and forbidding and giving effect to his word, till the end of the day, when he gave [those who were present]
leave and permission [to withdraw], and the Amirs and officers of state departed to their occasions. Then the eunuchs came to him and calling
down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity], walked in attendance upon him and raised the curtain, and he entered the
pavilion of the harem, where he found candles lighted and lamps burning and singing-women smiting [on instruments of music]. When he saw this,
he was confounded in his wit and said in himself, "By Allah, I am in truth Commander of the Faithful!" As soon as he appeared, the slave-girls rose
to him and carrying him up on to the estrade, (30) brought him a great table, spread with the richest meats. So he ate thereof with all his might, till
he had gotten his fill, when he called one of the slave-girls and said to her, "What is thy name?" "My name is Miskeh," replied she, and he said to
another, "What is thy name?" Quoth she, "My name is Terkeh." Then said he to a third, "What is thy name?" "My name is Tuhfeh," answered she;
and he went on to question the damsels of their names, one after another, [till he had made the round of them all], when he rose from that place and
removed to the wine-chamber..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and
by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter
rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city,
for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear
to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the
astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt
not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.'
Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that
seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating
themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale
came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by
the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the
slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun
shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned
it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence
aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover
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might himself on any wise resign..70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.Three Young
Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress
dlxxxi.?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when
he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which
had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and
children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and
greater of wealth and elevation.".Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.Then he sent for his daughter, whose
name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to [meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen
Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and thou shall have of me largesse; but, if
thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to
them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there,
and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies
of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of
my love without peer, iii. 21..Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep
silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With
this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound
his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I
look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode
till it should be the king's will to put him to death..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of
the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man
who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait
should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king
of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of
Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O
father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered,
saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the
commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto
aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which
awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath
appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no
concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he
carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story
of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the
utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell
me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night
was half spent, when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were
better open the tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and
pulled him forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he
tied the dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his
shoulders became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying
him forth of the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows
upon him till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the
beating upon him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it
pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company,
'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..Noureddin fell to
kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is
better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to
the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"]
answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he
brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee
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[again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that
stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one
word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and
said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not
consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook
himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed
his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till
they deemed her dead, when they left her..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her
and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for
him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men
were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave
pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and
folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and
unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ?
So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..The Cadi was perplexed
and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God
protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An
thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant
bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he
returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the
guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and
contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent,
unaware;.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..?
? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Governor, Story of the Man of
Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..Then the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and
jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty
and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon
her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:
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