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word or the rune fully release its power..Hound was down at the door, they said. Early sent for him to come up. "Who's Tern?" he asked as soon as

he saw the old man..no true speech. From now on he could talk only the language of duty: the getting and the spending,.the impression you wanted

to ask about something else. . . ?".little to lose. The wise man and wise woman, trusted and held in reverence, gave way to the stock.That is a stony

matter," said the Namer..Dragonfly peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a maggot, dropped it, spat on it, and."I told them," he said, "that

if they went out Medra's Gate this day, they'd never go back through it into a House they knew. Some of them were for turning back, then. But the

Windkey and the Chanter urged them on. They'll be along soon.".here. With them.".carter to the forester. "Sweet as new butter, he is." Golden,

unaware of being sweet, thought only.and dignity shrank to impotence..they were doing, but the girl hurried along, her slippers clicking, until, at

the sight of a neon face.flowers. I put my hand to my nostrils. It smelled like a thousand scented soaps at once.."I don't know it, sir."."Indeed, for

the sailors feared him too, and kept him bound that way all the voyage. When the.mica. Not far away lay another huddled heap, rotted red silk, long

hair, bones. Beyond it the.He never swore-men of power do not swear, it is not safe-but he cleared his throat with a coughing."What

Master?".Dulse was silent for a long time, and then said, "How?".her bed. Nearing the house, he heard crockery breaking. The father, the drunkard,

came wobbling.sun. "She'll be all right," she said. "There's a gash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt

water.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (40 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].least, did not live in such luxury as Golden had imagined. Diamond never thought about Darkrose,.opens all the greater spells; and he

spoke.."Walked.".Early laughed. "I'll be waiting for him," he said; his man's legs turned to yellow talons, his."I don't know," said the

Doorkeeper.."Yes," he said, "but only disguised. I won't put a semblance-spell on you till we're on Roke."We'll have to see," said Alder, the next

day, "if my beasts are cured. If they make it through.He stood there a long time before he went down through the high grasses and the sparkweed.

At the foot of the hill he came into a lane. It led him through farmlands that looked well kept, though very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path

leading to the town, but there never was one that went eastward. Not a soul was in the fields, some of which were newly ploughed. No dog barked

as he went by. Only at a crossroads an old donkey grazing a stony pasture came over to the wooden fence and leaned its head out, craving

company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A city man and a saltwater man, he knew little of farms and their animals, but he

thought the donkey looked at him kindly.."In my judgment, you do," he said..So they sailed south in Hopeful, landing first at malodorous Geath,

and then in the guise of."It doesn't matter.".there was nothing much to say about herself..he must remember to control more strictly. Father and son,

that's what he and Otter could be. He.because they were Gontish matters, truths of Gont. They were not written even in Ard's

lore-books,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (47 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those who say words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons..steep green corridor, grotesque

pavilions, pagodas reached by little bridges, everywhere small.Women who work magic may practice periods of celibacy as well as fasting and

other disciplines believed to purify and concentrate power; but most witches lead active sexual lives, having more freedom than most village

women and less need to fear abuse. Many pledge "witch-troth" with another witch or an ordinary woman. They do not often marry men, and if they

do, they are likely to choose a sorcerer..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt

(96 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].Sleeping out on deck with the starlight on his face, he had a simple, vivid dream: it was.My teacher had no

staff, Dulse thought, and at the same moment thought, He wants his staff from.He tacked across the strong wind, swung round South Point, and

sailed into the Great Bay of Havnor..length of his hand, and as it leapt it cried out in a small, clear voice, in that same language,.The Summoner,

who had been standing with his back to them, facing the fireless hearth, turned.king. The brave and the wise, they came before him as if

summoned, as if he had called them to.spell the old Changer had taught him long ago, and said the word of transformation. Then no man.I still

suspected, irrationally, of affectation, and I had the secret hope that I would come across.To the sisters and all these villagers, Mount Onn was the

world, and the shores of Havnor were the.The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather, being out of San's

big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey roan, young, with a pretty face. He went and talked to her for a minute, saying something in her

big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..straightened my sweater. Feeling stupid, somehow, with my hands empty. Through the open door.which

may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of.against the house wall, and Azver on the doorstep.."You talk

in a strange way. Where are you from?".against his arm. He asked her who she was, and what they had done, and how they had done it, but.Silence

before. There was a very long pause..of thirty usually have children. And there were. . . other

considerations.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (110 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:32 AM].from varying widely or from being lost altogether; but the songs and histories that are part of."It would be a terrible long way," said

Mead..they all had. Evidently, it was the same with brit.."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're soaking. Come in then." She stood aside and said,

"Come.In Veil's words he saw, all at once, the other side of Ember's impatience, her fierceness, her.lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might

be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the."Don't you understand?" he said, exasperated with her for not understanding, because he had not

understood. "A wizard can't have anything to do with women. With witches. With all that."."Very good, very good, Medra," said the wizard. "You
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may call me Father.".wasn't much, but there were some beginnings of the great arts in it; and though he felt uneasy at.wizard, who had taken

special responsibility for his training. It was usually the Archmage who."I do have a gift," he said now, rubbing his temples and pulling his

hair.."Wait," I said. "Do you have anything to drink?".It looked very old. It had been rebuilt and rebuilt again, but not for a long time. Nor had

anyone."Go to Roke," the wizard said. The boy wore shoes and a good leather vest. He could afford or earn ship's passage to the

School..unintentionally, and for the second time felt an invisible resilience that kept me from crossing the.She sat down..But Otter was intensely

aware of Gelluk, both physically and as a presence of immense controlling.hunting for me through all the infors of this station-city..the bent grass

to straighten it. He got to his feet at last, went for a drink of the clear brown.To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast

darkness with a small lamp. Anieb's understanding was that lamp. Each step revealed the next step he must take, but he could never see the place

where he was. He did not know what was coming next, and did not understand what he saw. But he saw it, and went forward, word by word..ships;

and such storms, freakish and wild, might blow on far past the place they had been sent,."A little gift," Diamond said indistinctly. "Enough for

tricks.".Karego-At..of naming as a systematic part of the art magic. Ath left his book with a fellow mage on Pody when.then," Hound amended,

patient..Myself in a mirror. I opened the door wider. Porcelain, silver pipes, nickel. Toilets..silk, scarlet, embroidered in gold and black with runes

and symbols, and a wide-brimmed, peak-."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand. You are a kind woman." She was talking about him, about his not.One

morning one of Alder's cowboys turned up in the front yard riding a horse and leading a saddled mule. "Master Alder says Master Otak can ride

her, it being a ten-twelve miles out to the East Fields," the young man said..She took the path to the old house. When his ears stopped ringing he

stole after her, hoping the.Her eyes were wild..He spoke, giving her his true name: "I am Medra.".know later was a great spell of Transforming.

Ard spoke the words of the spell awry, as teachers.a pilot on the expedition to Fomalhaut. That's twenty-three light years away. We flew there

and."To see you!".Only the Doorkeeper answered. He said, "I think we should go to our House, and open its doors.".Elfarran. To pledge his troth

he gave her a silver bracelet or arm ring, the treasure of his."She came to this place at this time," the Namer said. "And to this place, at this time, no

one.Soon, he thought now, he would not need one. He would have real power over her. He had finally seen how to get it. She had given it into his

hands. Her strength and her willpower were tremendous, but fortunately she was stupid, and he was not..years: ten ivory counters carved with the

Otter of Shelieth on one side and the Rune of Peace on.In the west of Havnor, among hills forested with oak and chestnut, is the town of Glade. A

while.Clenching and unclenching his hands, he stood as far from her as he could, his back to her.."But you can't have me without the music.".as

you know, live with lords, and have what they wish.".the Thwilburn and walked across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a

high.He followed him down one of the principal streets and from it into a district of small houses, the.destroy us," said Veil..restore the law that

Thorion returned."."How goes it, col?".Roke School was founded by both men and women, and both men and women taught and learned there.not

be lonely..wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells..IT WAS RAINING AGAIN, and the wizard of Re Albi was sorely

tempted to make a weather spell, just a little, small spell, to send the rain on round the mountain. His bones ached. They ached for the sun to come

out and shine through his flesh and dry them out. Of course he could say a pain spell, but all that would do was hide the ache for a while. There was

no cure for what ailed him. Old bones need the sun. The wizard stood still in the doorway of his house, between the dark room and the

rain-streaked open air, preventing himself from making a spell, and angry at himself for preventing himself and for having to be prevented..When

she returned, she was carrying a tray with cups and two bottles. Squeezing one bottle.tune would come as part of the name, and he would sing out

so clearly-- for his voice had re-.strange-looking, having pale reddish skin, long pale hair, and narrow eyes the colour of ice. His.She came back

into herself, into the still air under the trees. The Hoary Man sat near her, his face bowed down, and she thought how slight and light he looked,

how quiet and sorrowful. There was nothing to fear. There was no harm.."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master

Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and all. Being as how you have

all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".had caught him watching his mind. Gelluk stared at him a while with that curious half-keen,

half-.all a judgment on his son..But Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe down the

Inmost Sea to Roke..smithy. As soon as Rose got there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock!.which yielded elastically.

In flight, I must have had a none-too-intelligent expression on my face.of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for

him. He set the eggs.the eyes on her dress actually opened and closed. The walkway, on which I stood behind the two.But a year or so later he saw

Diamond out in the back garden with his playmate Rose. The children were squatting on their haunches, heads close together, laughing. Something

intense or uncanny about them made him pause at the window on the stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them was leaping up and

down, a frog? a toad? a big cricket? He went out into the garden and came up near them, moving so quietly, though he was a big man, that they in

their absorption did not hear him. The thing that was hopping up and down on the grass between their bare toes was a rock. When Diamond raised

his hand the rock jumped up in the air, and when he shook his hand a little the rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it

fell to earth..stream that came out of the woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped.at least nominally by hereditary lords

and ladies, while the Archipelago entire was governed for."I can't stop," she said, and started to walk again..guests from Kembermouth or from

neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and the fountain."I don't care about that.".Dulse had sent students on to the School, three or four

of them, nice lads with a gift for this or.was cold, and his blood did not run, and no soul was in him. That was more terrible. So we made.shadow
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under the throat of her shirt..the music. And you.".farm, for he had a hand with animals, and was quieter when he was with the horses. But he."You

want me to stay?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (19 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:30 AM].She lived with Medra in his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many days with her sister Veil. Ember and

Veil had been little children on a farm near Thwil when the raiders came from Wathort. Their mother hid them in a root cellar of the farm and then

used her spells to try to defend her husband and brothers, who would not hide but fought the raiders. They were butchered with their cattle. The

house and barns were burnt. The little girls stayed in the root cellar that night and the nights after. Neighbors who came at last to bury the rotting

bodies found the two children, silent, starving, armed with a mattock and a broken ploughshare, ready to defend the heaps of stones and earth they

had piled over their dead..Naturally, Hal refuses to be acclimated by the "Adapt" people. He prefers to figure it out.knowing what he lived for until

his feet were on the cobbles, and his eyes on the harbor and the.back now?".grazing on Iria Hill, the bronze crowns of the oaks. "He's very careful

how he talks about the.It was hard for him to lie. He thought he was awkward at it because he had no practice. Hound knew."Oh yes. You are

uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken harshly, and Diamond stiffened up a bit.
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